IN THE SUN: SISOLAK: CLOSINGS ORDERED TO SAVE NEVADANS’ LIVES LAS VEGAS2*<SUN 
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‘Lives are at stake as governor orders all nonessential businesses closed 
for 30 days, effective noon Wednesday; all casinos and gaming shut down 
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Benjamin Hager Las Vegas Review-Journal @benjaminhphoto 
A closed sign posted on the door of New York-New York on Tuesday due to concerns related to the spread of the coronavirus. 
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By Colton Lochhead 
and Bill Dentzer 
Las Vegas Review-Journal 


CARSON CITY — Gov. 
Steve Sisolak on Tues- 
day significantly ramped 
up Nevada’s response to 
COVID-19 by announcing a 
statewide closure of all ca- 
sinos, restaurants, bars and 
other nonessential busi- 
nesses for 30 days, and he 
urged Nevadans to stay in- 
side to reduce their chance 
of becoming infected and 
spreading the virus. 

The closures could be 
extended beyond the one- 
month mark, as Sisolak said 
he would evaluate them at 
the end of the shutdown 
period. Affected businesses 
must be closed by noon on 
Wednesday, Sisolak said 
during a press conference 
Tuesday night. All gaming 
machines, devices and ta- 
bles inside casinos were to 
be shut down by midnight, 
he added. 

“Today it is clear addi- 
tional steps must be taken 
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Gov. Steve Sisolak orders 
closures for 30 days 
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As gaming operations stop, many workers’ future uncertain 


By Richard N. Velotta 
and Bailey Schulz 
Las Vegas Review-Journal 


Gov. Steve Sisolak’s unprec- 
edented order on nones- 
sential Nevada businesses 


will shut down 440 licensed 
casinos, bringing Nevada’s 
dominant industry to a com- 
plete halt and leaving tens 

of thousands of workers in 
differing degrees of economic 
uncertainty. 


The announcements from 
various gaming companies 
over previous days about 
plans to close or remain open 
in response to the spread of 
the new coronavirus became 
moot when Sisolak made his 


declaration Tuesday that all 
casino operations cease at 
midnight. 

Bill Miller, president and 
CEO of the American Gaming 
Association, urged the federal 
goverment to provide aid af- 


ter Sisolak’s announcement. 
“Nevada is the epicenter of 
the resilient American gam- 
ing industry,’ he said on Twit- 
ter. “The federal government 
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